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four notable measures vital for the future prosperity and
Stability of Iraq. The first was the signature of an agreement
with the Anglo-Persian Oil Company for the dredging of the
bar at the mouth of the Shatt al Arab, so as to allow vessels
of heavy draught to enter the Port of Basra. The second
was the signature of a trade transit convention with Syria,
The third was the grant to the Turkish Petroleum Company
of a concession for the development of oil throughout the
Bagdad and Mosul Wilayats, and the fourth was the signature
of long term contracts with some hundred British advisers
and officials, whose experience and devoted industry were
thus secured for Iraq throughout the first and most difficult
Stage of her career as an independent State,

While the elections were in progress the Secretary of State
for the Colonies despatched to Iraq a Einancial Mission to,
enquire into the financial position and prospects of Iraq, so
that the British Government might be able to carry out their
promise to reconsider the provisions of the Financial Agree-
ment after its ratification. The report of the Mission, which
was completed by 25th April, 1925, partially justified many
of the criticisms of the Financial Agreement made in the
Constituent Assembly of 1924, as throwing upon Iraq burdens
greater than she could bear. Its recommendations for the
alleviation of these burdens were, when published, the cause
of much public satisfaction in Iraq, and contributed to the
the ele6tion to the first Iraq Parliament of a majority of de-
puties actuated by the friendliest sentiments towards the
British Alliance,

Another fa&or in this favourable situation was the visit to
Iraq in the first half of April, 1925, of the Right Honourable
L. S. Amery, Secretary of State for the Colonies, and of the
Right Honourable Sir Samuel Hoare, Secretary of State for
Air. The visit cheered and encouraged those whose mirids
had been upset by the inquisitions of the Frontier Commission
and convinced the Government and people of Iraq of the
Steadfastness of the interest of Great Britain in their affairs*
It gave an unique opportunity to His MajeSly King, Faisal
and the leading personages in Iraq to bring their various

553